
 

Educator requires students to 

actively engage the essential 

concepts and skills. 

Educator offers students the 

opportunity to actively engage 

the essential concepts and 
skills. 

Educator addresses essential 

concepts and skills, but does 

not actively engage students. 

Educator does not focus on 

essential concepts and skills. 

 

Students actively engage with 

the essential concepts and 
skills. They make connections 

between prior knowledge and 

new learnings and build their 
own deeper understandings 

of the essential concepts and 

skills. 

Students actively engage with 

the essential concepts and 
skills. They make connections 

between prior knowledge and 

new learnings. 

Students actively engage with 

the essential concepts and 
skills. 

Students are not actively 

engaged with the essential 
concepts and skills. 

 

 

EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Educator facilitates student 

development of extensive 
mental frameworks or 

schemas to organize facts, 

concepts, and principles into 
deep conceptual and 

procedural knowledge. 

Educator provides extensive 

mental frameworks or 
schemas to organize facts, 

concepts, and principles into 

deep conceptual and 
procedural knowledge. 

Educator addresses the 

organization or 
interrelatedness of facts, 

concepts, and principles at a 

superficial level. 

Educator does not address 

the organization or inter-
relatedness of facts, concepts, 

and principles. 

  

Students construct extensive 
mental frameworks or 

schemas to organize facts, 

concepts, and principles into 
deep conceptual and 

procedural knowledge.  

Students demonstrate 
understanding of the 

interrelatedness of key 

concepts; evidence may 
include explaining, reasoning, 

analyzing, interpreting, 

relating, comparing, making 
analogies, abstracting, 

conjecturing, and 

generalizing. 

Students demonstrate a 
superficial understanding of 

the interrelatedness of key 

concepts.  

No students demonstrate 
understanding of the 

interrelatedness of key 

concepts.  

 

 

EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Educator embeds essential 
concepts and skills within a 

discipline. He or she 

addresses how the concepts 
and skills function within the 

discipline and connects them 

to the work of professionals in 
the field. 

Educator embeds essential 
concepts and skills within a 

discipline. He or she 

addresses how the concepts 
and skills function within the 

discipline, but does not 

connect them to the work of 
professionals in the field. 

Educator embeds essential 
concepts and skills within a 

discipline. He or she does not 

address how the concepts and 
skills function within the 

discipline and/or connect 

them to the work of 
professionals in the field. 

Educator does not embed 
essential concepts and skills 

within the discipline.  

 

Students use the language of 

the discipline and the 
disciplinary processes that 

professionals (e.g., scientists, 

artists, writers, etc.) use in 
the field when learning 

essential concepts and skills.  

Students use the language of 

the discipline that 
professionals (e.g., scientists, 

artists, writers, etc.) use in 

the field when learning 
essential concepts and skills.  

Students do not use the 

language of the discipline or 
the disciplinary processes 

that professionals use in the 

field when learning essential 
concepts and skills. 

  

 

EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Educator requires students to 

apply what has been learned 

in an innovative manner and 
unfamiliar experience. 

Educator offers the 

opportunity for students to 

apply what has been learned 
in an innovative manner and 

unfamiliar experience. 

Educator does not offer 

students the opportunity to 

apply what has been learned 
in an innovative manner and 

unfamiliar experience. 

  

Students apply what has been 
learned in an innovative 

manner and unfamiliar 

experience. 

Students apply what has been 
learned in a traditional 

manner and/or familiar 

experience. 

Students do not apply or 
apply it in a rote manner what 

has been learned. 

  

 

EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




